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Description

New Folk Horror in British Cinema (J.-

F. Baillon)
This seminar will offer a critical examination of the resurgence 

of “folk horror cinema” in British Cinema since the 2000s. 

Based on cultural references involving neo-pagan cults, 

witchcraft and a largely fantasised rewriting of the national 

past in terms of pre-Christian heritage, this profoundly 

ambiguous tradition has variously been re-appropriated by 

feminist as well as masculinist discourses and has given rise 

to a range of aesthetic propositions, from exploitation cinema 

to “elevated horror”.

New Folk Horror in American Cinema 

(C. Chambost)
From times immemorial, superstitions have been at the 

origins of horrific folk tales taking place in the wilderness or 

in rural areas and which were told either to restrict people’s 

freedom, or to entertain them in some spellbinding manner.

This course analyzes how British and American horror 

cinemas have both developed a subgenre based on stories 

that resort to some folklore deeply engrained in a country’s 

traditions. Using recurring themes like religion, hostile 

landscapes, supernatural creatures, these films rely on Man’s 

deepest fears, and they may also be a means for some artists 

to criticize the human tendency to act in some superstitious 

and harmful ways.

The course will study British then American folk horror films, 

pinpointing the specificities of both cinemas

Heures d'enseignement

New Folk Horror in British 

and American Cinema - 

TD

Travaux Dirigés 12h

New Folk Horror in British 

and American Cinema - 

CM

Cours Magistral 12h

Contrôle des connaissances

* Régime général : Each student will have to prepare an 

oral presentation on a film that can be considered as an 

example of folk horror cinema.

* Régime spécial : A written paper will replace the oral 

presentation.
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