Université
BORDEAUX
MONTAIGNE

Dreamers and Radicals

- Composante(s) Période de
=== UFR Langues et l'année
Civilisations Semestre 1
En bref

> Mobilité d'études: Oui

> Accessible a distance: Non

Présentation

Description

The subject of this seminar is the history of British radicalism,
with a focus on two moments: the late 19th century around
the work of William Morris, and the post-war years, up to the
1980s.

It will explore the intellectual, artistic and material production
both of Morris and his circle and of alternative cultures in the
post-war period.

1st 6 weeks: Béatrice Laurent

Steeped in the romantic poetic tradition as well as in
Pre-Raphaelite art, William Morris’s program of artistic
transformation of Victorian Britain was paradoxically a
product of the age whose ‘civilization’ he was so adamant
to condemn. Morris’s rejection of middle-class mass culture
motivated his efforts to restore ancient crafts; to revive
medieval ways of life such as the Victorians invented them;
and finally to strive to make his dream of a better world come
true through political activism.
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News from Nowhere (1890), “a Utopian romance” as well
as a book supporting anarchist ideology, details the radical
reconstruction of society. It will serve as a base for the
exploration of late-Victorian aesthetics and politics, and
will help students appreciate the contemporary scope and
significance of William Morris’s revolutionary cultural legacy.

2nd 6 weeks: Mathilde Bertrand

The second half of the seminar will examine the evolutions
of radicalism in post-war Britain through the development
of alternative cultures and “new social movements”,
while exploring intellectual debates within the British left.
Developing in arenas outside of parliamentary politics, post-
war radicalism sought to combine theory and practice with
a view to redefining political action. The seminar will pay
close attention to artistic expression and cultural practices
within radical cultures. The themes covered will include the
intellectual debates of the New Left in the late 1950s and early
1960s; the cultural politics of the underground in the 1960s;
the challenges of feminism; the emergence of participatory
forms of political action around “community politics” and
“community arts” practices; the influence of Black and Asian
political and cultural organisations on a post-colonial critique
of Britain’s imperial legacies; the cultural and class politics of
Punk and the question of its position in the British history of
radicalism.
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Heures d'enseignement

Dreamers and Radicals - Travaux Dirigés 12h
TD
Dreamers and Radicals - Cours Magistral 12h

CM

Controle des connaissances

* Une note d'oral (50%) — exposé présenté en séminaire

* Une note d'écrit (50%) — compte-rendu de lecture ou
dossier de recherche

Etudiants dispensés : compte-rendu de lecture ou dossier de

recherche.
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