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A History of African Americans 

1950-2020: I Had a Dream - Lisa 

Veroni-Paccher
Despite the conservative and politically repressive 

atmosphere of the Cold War period, African Americans 

became more vocal in their demands for better living 

conditions. Black and interracial organizations were also 

created in the 1940s and 1950s, such as CORE, the 

Congress of Racial Equality (1942), which concentrated on 

strategies such as sit-ins and picket lines, or the SCLC, the 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference (1957). Leaders 

emerged, some at first advocating nonviolent direct action, 

such as Martin Luther King, while others went for a 

more radical approach, such as Malcolm X and Stokely 

Carmichael. Together, the grassroots movements and their 

leaders would bring about a long Civil Rights and Black Power 

Movement dedicated to put an end to segregation practices 

and offer alternate means to achieve somewhat similar ends: 

the transformation of American democratic institutions. Their 

struggle made the dream of seeing one day persons of 

African descent, Barack Obama and Kamala Harris, elected 

to the White House come true, but it also triggered a violent 

backlash. This course thus addresses this movement from 

litigation and nonviolent action to a more radical approach, 

and later from black power to black politics and the Black 

Lives Matter movement.

The Black Arts Movement in 

the 1960s and 1970s - Sophie 

Rachmuhl
The Black Arts Movement was a multifaceted cultural 

movement, which arose from the Civil Rights struggle and 

the Black Power movement. It included all the arts – music, 

literature, theater, dance, the visual arts – and relied on 

regional cultural infrastructure built after the major riots which 

erupted during the first half of the 1960s. It was embodied 

by African American artists and intellectuals, and deeply 

influenced American culture, in particular the relationship 

between popular culture and “high” culture, as well as other 

minority arts in the same period. We will look at its history, its 

different forms, its sources and its heritage.

Contrôle des connaissances

Session 1 :
* Étudiants régime général : Contrôle Continu

* Étudiants régime spécial : Écrit 3h questions de 

cours et/ou étude d’un ou plusieurs documents texte / 

iconographique
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Session 2 (« rattrapage ») :
Étudiants régime général et régime spécial: Oral 15 mn 

(préparation 30 mn)

Informations complémentaires

Organisation des enseignements
1hCM et 1h30 TD
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